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3 Uctobor 1951

MIORARDUM OF CONVERSATION
DiatRs 2 Qetober 1951

PLACE: Washingtony De Cu

PEASONS FRESFNT: Vamnevar Bush, ' : 25X1A

1. On the date indlcated Dr. Bush snw me in his office
at the Carnegie Institution of Washington at my requoests The
parpose of my call was to sollcit the advice end recormondations
of Dr. Bush concerning the manner in which CIA should moke its
rosearch and development more vitel end up~to-date; I also scught
suggestions from him as to en individual vho could head the

roscarch and development organlzation,

2. At the cutset Dr. Bush did not tslk dircctly in responss
to my guerles but resinisced concorning the OIRD scbivity during
tha last wor which was wesponsive to 055 requestss Drs Bush recclled
that whenover a rejulrenont wis posed by 053 a meetlng of compstant
snd imaginative sclentists was colled and & means to fulfill the
, raquirenent was thrashed oute .

3. Dre Dush volunteered that hs folt a strong convictlon that
CIA needs s competent resecarch and development orgrnization, ono
of the msjor functions of which is to bring to the altentlon of the
operators now devices, technigques and applicatlicns uhich can be used
yy thom in their vork. He feels that the research and devslopment
orgznization should not be ners order takerse He is also of the
opinion that the CIA rescarch and development organizatlion need not
bs large. This is trus, he holds because our interests cover the
eatire yange of sclence end tcclnolozys We cemmot in his opinion
hore to meintain in our organization all of the different kinds of
gpecialists thel our interests require. We musht, thereforae, utilize
tho high epecinlization and compotence of resesrch organizations
and of specialists elsevhore.

Lo Bush enphasized that our interests ond requivements will

‘possess & considorable degree of chenge and therefore we cught to
provide an offective means for consulting with outside people.

5+ In passiﬁg Bush
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5¢ In pascing Bush observed thet the so-colled war with the
Soviet Union in his opinion misht go on for mony years indefinitely,
lis eited ns an exomple the long wer bebwsen Russia and Japen,

- 6. DBush stated that wo should attempt to learn all that we esn
about the research and dovelopuental activity of others by cutting
in on their work.

7+ Ho commonted upon the desirable characteristica which a
head of CIA resenrch and development should possess. lie llsted
them somowhet as followss

ae should be young,

be chonld possoss & sense of humor,

¢. should bo sufficiently competent as a scientist
83 to be sonewhet known and sufficiently porsons grata
e 10 bo received by scientists vhen it wag noecessary
to consult with them, :

@« should be highly imeginative and the kind of person who

 must have m new 1dea every dsy,

8, Bush stuted that he w2s at a loss to recommend nomes
t

inasmuch 2 1 sny of the younger scientists., Ho repe
ticned 2%%tAerly of Division 19 OSRD, but noted

that we—~sorrrmov—sooore | In addition Bush thought bim tog
olde Bush thought | |1ikewise would £it our b411

edudrably tub assorted that we couldn't possibly get him either,
elthouzh we should try. : ,

9+ Iush oxpressed regrot that he didn't know encush of the
younger scientlsts and suggested thet we should query tha following
ag 1o namess '

 25X1A

25X1A

SAR/JAF/gvm
ces

1,2,3 - SAR
L &5 - SD/RE
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